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JEFFERSON COUNTY REPUBLICAN 
PARTY

2024 PLATFORM 

 February 10, 2024

PREAMBLE  

Jefferson County Republicans affirm our belief in and promote the principles expressed in the 
Constitution of the United States of America, the Bill of Rights, the Declaration of 
Independence, and the Constitution of Washington State.

CONSTITUTIONALLY     LIMITED     GOVERNMENT      

We believe our constitutionally limited government, designed to protect the blessings of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, must be fiscally responsible and moral as well as 
unobtrusive and as close to the people as possible.

We find that the government, at all levels, has grown too big. Government costs too much 
directly in taxes as well as costing too much indirectly in excessive regulations and mandates. 
The size and burden of government at each level must be reduced to only that which is 
necessary to meet constitutional requirements.

Governments' primary functions are to protect personal liberty and religious freedom as well 
as to provide security and facilitate interstate commerce for all citizens. All levels of 
government must do better in executing these functions.

Government best serves the people when government functions are conducted at the state or 
local level. To this end we require that the Federal government no longer regulate or provide 
health care and social services as well as no longer have regulatory control over local 
environmental issues or education if this is in accordance with other provisions regarding the 
role and responsibility of the federal government including Medicare and Medicaid.

The Bill of Rights is an enumeration of rights that are endowed upon American citizens and 
those rights are not subject to the whim of government. The government's duty is to restrain 
itself and govern within the limits of the bill of rights. Competing rights declarations such as 
the UN Declaration of Universal Rights, social justice, community rights and environmental 
rights have no legal basis for American citizens. Sharia Law is not compatible with our laws and 
values.

We condemn antisemitism as displayed recently at college campuses by the so-called 
progressive left. Religious and ethnic bigotry has no place in the US and cannot be tolerated.
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Presidents and Governors from any party must respect our system of divided government. 
The growth of the administrative state and associated regulations needs to be rolled back and 
the legislative branches must stop delegating their legislative duty to unelected bureaucrats. 
These excessive regulations constitute an effective regressive tax.

We strongly disagree with the use of “Ghost” on “Title Only” bills by our state legislature. This 
inhibits citizens' right to know the contents of bills proposed. Also, bills should be set before 
the legislature and the citizens at least 48 hours before the end of each session of the 
legislature.

ENCOURAGING     JOBS, GROWTH, AND     OPPORTUNITY FOR   ALL      

A free market, free enterprise, entrepreneurial capitalistic economy is the only proven 
engine for sustaining a productive society with personal liberty and economic wellbeing for 
all. Government intervention into the operation and excessive regulation of markets and 
private businesses hurts job creation and expansion.

Jefferson County Commissioners and Port Townsend City Council members must do more to 
provide an environment that encourages businesses to expand.

We require that Jefferson County develop a Comprehensive Plan that does more to: provide 
for the development and expansion of light industry in general, as well as specifically on 
airport property and other business park property ; provide much more additional zoning for 
apartments, town houses and condominiums to make more affordable housing available; 
ensure the viability of the county's major tourist, marine and paper industries; reestablishes 
forest harvesting as a major industry; and reestablishes the building trades as a major 
industry.

The county should eliminate the onerous and unnecessary Shoreline Master Program updates. 
That includes the excessive increase in natural environmental designation, the No Net Loss 
provision (that is not what the Shoreline Management Act required) and blanket Conditional 
Use Permit requirements. These new regulations severely devalue shoreline property with no 
appreciable environmental improvement and increase the tax burden on all other property 
owners.

We believe that more productive utilization of Federal and State natural resources (including 
logging, grazing, farming, and mining) is needed to provide more jobs and boost the economy.

IMMIGRATION   POLICIES      

To call America a "Nation of Immigrants" is a gross over-simplification and misleading. This 
great county was founded and expanded by people who believed in limited government, the 
rule of law, private property, free enterprise, and personal responsibility. Further they either 
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shared our Judeo-Christian values or accepted our laws, which are based on Judeo-Christian 
values, learned our English language as well as assimilated into our society. We welcome all 
legal and documented immigrants who share these beliefs and accept our values and laws. 
Also, they must have the skills and motivation to assimilate and become productive American 
citizens. We support a guest worker program and ‘E-Verify’.

We oppose the Biden administration’s open border policy. As a humane and caring country, 
we seek to help care for legitimate refugees, or asylum seekers, by helping to find and 
provide sanctuary in a county or area near their homeland with a similar climate, culture, 
laws, language, and religion. 

For the safety of US citizens, it is particularly important that dangerous refugees not be brought 
into our country. When a particular refugee population is likely to have people hostile or likely 
to become hostile to our country, our way of life, our laws, and/or our citizens’ religions, they 
must be strictly screened before entry.

Children born to people who are not legal citizens should not automatically be given United 
States citizenship just because they were born in the USA. The 14th Amendment was never 
intended to be applied in this manner.

We believe that anyone found to be in the country illegally should be immediately deported. 
"Sanctuary Cities" should be fined, and government funding immediately stopped. "Kate's" law 
must be passed.

TAXES  

We support Initiative I 2117 that will repeal the portion of the 2021 Climate Commitment Act 
that has imposed an onerous regressive tax on energy consumers.  When this act was passed in 
2021, Democrats claimed that it would increase fuel cost by only “pennies.”  It was instituted in 
early 2023 resulting in hidden taxes in petroleum products of approximately $0.50 per gallon 
resulting in our gasoline and diesel prices being among the highest in the nation.

We support Initiative I 2109 that will repeal the so-called excise tax imposed on capital gains. 
Capital gains taxes are considered income taxes by the IRS and other states. Income taxes that 
are not uniform are not allowed in Washington. We support a constitutional amendment that 
prohibits income taxes of all type and clarifies that a capital gains tax is an income tax.

We oppose any effort to enact a state income tax. We support Initiative I-2111 that will prohibit 
state, county, city, or other jurisdiction from imposing an income tax.

We support lowering taxes and simplifying the current Internal Revenue Service tax code to the 
extent of minimizing or eliminating the IRS.

We reject the use of tax dollars to provide grants, subsidies, and venture capital as they are 
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just redistribution of tax dollars from hard working people.

We support passing a State constitutional amendment to require a 2/3 vote of legislators to 
establish or raise any state or local tax rate and require a majority vote of the people.

We expect all government agencies to exercise prudent use of the people’s tax dollars more 
diligently as well as to continually work to minimize waste, fraud, and abuse.

INFLATION

Excessive government spending by the Biden administration is a root cause of inflation, the 
most regressive tax. 

SUPPORTING STRONG   FAMILIES      

We know strong family units have been, and still are, the basic building blocks of all free and 
moral societies. We recognize and defend the inalienable right of human. Public funds should 
not be used for any act, individual, or institution which violates the right to life of the 
innocent. We support policies that reduce unintended pregnancies and that enable mothers 
to keep and raise their children or, in the alternative, to facilitate the adoption of children into 
loving families.”

It is the duty of parents, not the state, to guide their children to be responsible, productive, 
and moral citizens. Government’s responsibility is to uphold and encourage traditional values 
and institutions; to protect the elderly and children from the harmful elements of society. We 
oppose government funding of abortions. We oppose euthanasia and the denial of medical 
care to elderly as well as chronically ill citizens.

We believe it is self-evident that there are only two innate, distinct, and complementary 
genders, male and female and who in union are genetically designed to conceive new life. We 
oppose the blurring of gender distinctions which threaten the personal safety and privacy of 
opposite gender children and adults in public toileting or bathing facilities and disadvantage 
women and girls in sporting competitions.

We support Initiative I-2081 that affirms parents and legal guardians have the ultimate 
responsibility for raising their children. This initiative will require that schools provide parents 
full access to what is going on in schools and they notify parents of efforts to take a child off 
campus or to provide medical treatment.

CRIME  

We support WAGOP’s Plan to Fight Crime that includes the following policy proposals:
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 Hire more law enforcement officers—not community safety officers, not social workers. 
And provide those officers ample support. 

 Allow police officers to pursue criminals and defend themselves. We endorse I-2113, 
which would allow reasonable vehicular police pursuits. Having more police officers 
establishes a visible community presence to create positive relationships. 

 Celebrate law enforcement professionals, don’t denigrate them. For the past several 
legislative terms, Democrats in Olympia and D.C. have disparaged sheriff’s deputies and 
police. We need to restore positive interactions between the public and police.

 Get back to prosecuting criminals. We need to fix our criminal justice system. Too many 
local prosecutors have become politicians first. Their focus needs to be on protecting 
their communities. 

 Enforce strong bail and parole processes. When felons are released without bail 
and/or strong parole accountability, they quickly re-offend. It is critical to call out bail 
funds.

REFORMING     SOCIAL     SECURITY AND MEDICARE      

Expenditures for Social Security (SS) and Medicare and interest on the debt comprise roughly 
70 percent of federal spending.  The social security trust fund is projected to be depleted in 
2033 and Medical Trust fund in 2031. Without reform of these programs SS benefits will 
automatically decrease 23% in 2034. Medicare benefits will decrease 11% in 2032. 

We support bipartisan efforts to reform these worker paid insurance programs as was done 
in 1986 and 1997. This is a ticking time bomb with unfunded liabilities estimated at $650,000 
per household.  Not reforming these programs to make them sustainable is political 
malfeasance.

We believe that illegal non-citizens should not be eligible for Social Security benefits nor 
Supplemental Security Income. This does not apply to eligible non-citizens who are properly 
documented, working in the United States legally and have rightly paid into the Social Security 
system.

PROVIDING FOR QUALITY   EDUCATION      

Quality education is imperative to our nation’s future wellbeing as well as competitiveness in 
the world economy. School choice, charter schools and home schooling must be made 
available to all students.

We believe parents have the ultimate responsibility for the education of their children. This 
includes skills, traditions, values, morals, and knowledge.

We believe education is a state and local function, not a federal function, with parents having 
a major say in the content and conduct of government provided education. The Federal 
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Department of Education must be eliminated, along with all the mandates and funding.

We support the declaration of English as the official language of the United States.

We support the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and the celebration of all federal 
holidays in all schools.

We support a state requirement that all students in grades K through 12 study accurate World 
and U.S. History including the United States Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the 
Federalist Papers, and the Washington State Constitution.

We believe schools should provide students with class options leading to college, the trades, 
and apprenticeships depending on the preferences and capabilities of each student.

We do not believe in State-paid free college proposals and that taxpayers should be required to 
pay for outstanding students’ debts.

HEALTH     CARE      

We support the repeal of Obama Care. We believe free market solutions to health care will 
provide more and better options with true affordability.

We oppose any government mandate that citizens purchase health insurance and any tax or 
penalty for not obtaining health insurance.

We support medical savings accounts.

We support medical tort reform in Washington State and health insurance portability.

Medicare must be maintained as originally designed for existing enrollees. To keep that 
promise, Congress must restore funding that was stripped away from Medicare to pay for the 
Affordable Care Act.

Medicaid is an element of the social safety net and should be maintained to serve the neediest. 
The Affordable Care Act is putting more families, which previously had private health insurance, 
on Medicaid. The expanded Medicaid rolls will bankrupt the state when temporary Federal 
subsidies end. We will repeal the ACA and restore Medicaid to an actuarially sound and 
sustainable condition.

A concerted effort to minimize waste, fraud and abuse is required.

We stand against Medicare for All, as the cost to our economy and individuals would be 
prohibitive as well as detrimental to the quality of care.
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UPHOLDING PRIVATE PROPERTY   RIGHTS      

  Republicans know that private property rights are fundamental to our personal freedom.

We believe the government must equitably compensate property owners whenever their 
property is taken or devalued to accomplish a government action. Taking of private property 
must only be done for civic purposes and never when private enterprise can accomplish the 
desired goal.

We believe the removing of property availability through Navy easements and land for 
conservation groups should be limited as it inhibits growth and tax revenue in our county.

We have learned that "Community" and "Sustainable" developments policies have become 
intolerable government control of private property. They must be rejected.

RESTRUCTURING   WELFARE      

We believe that local private organizations and volunteers most effectively provide welfare. 
Welfare must always be coupled with programs designed to help return most using welfare to 
productive citizenship. Public welfare should not become a permanent lifestyle for those 
capable of providing for themselves.

The Federal government should not be providing or dictating welfare but should continue to 
maintain the charitable tax deduction against income or as a deduction against tax due, to 
encourage support of local charitable organizations.

Affordable housing should never be provided directly by the government. However, local 
governments can ensure that affordable housing is developed with land use zoning that 
provides for apartments, town houses and condominiums; by promoting a viable local 
economic environment; and by promoting local development with a reasonable permit 
process.

We support Washington State’s ‘Work First’ program and other programs that require some 
civic work to receive aid.

Welfare should be given to legal citizens only and drug testing must be required with failures 
directed at rehabilitation.

ENVIRONMENT  
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Jefferson County Republicans believe that a clean and healthy environment is important to our 
families and to future generations.

We believe that the development of our domestic natural resources can be achieved in an 
environmentally friendly fashion.

We believe that local businesses, such as the paper mill and marine trades, as well as military 
bases and operations are run in an environmentally balanced fashion.

We know that the people who live on and/or farm the land are the best stewards of their land.

We oppose state agencies imposing any type of carbon tax and support Initiative I-2117 that 
would repeal sections of the 2021 Washington Climate Commitment Act including repealing the 
creation and modification of a “cap and invest” program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Research has shown that the system being imposed costs approximately $0.50 per gallon of 
diesel or gasoline and does almost nothing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  This is a highly 
regressive tax that was projected by Democrats to cost only “pennies.”

Modern civilization is based on low-cost energy and particularly energy from fossil fuels.
Climate change does not present an existential threat to civilization. Eliminating fossil fuels 
presents a true existential threat to civilization.

As it has in the past, humankind will adapt to changes in the climate.

We support the use of all forms of energy, including fossil fuels, nuclear, hydro, wind and solar.

We oppose subsidies for any form of energy.

We oppose arbitrary regulations that dictate our energy choices.

We oppose the United Nations ‘Agenda 21’. This includes implementation of any global climate 
treaties “Cap and Trade”, or local Climate Action Plans. We find these actions infringe upon the 
sovereignty of our country and your property rights. Further, they are based on highly disputed 
science, fail to adequately evaluate their economic impact, and grossly exaggerate the risk 
versus the benefits.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Protecting citizens from criminals is a primary function of all levels of 
government. We support our local law enforcement officers.

We support Initiative I-2113 that will remove certain restrictions on when 
peace officers may engage in vehicular pursuits. This initiative will open 
more circumstances when law enforcement can become engaged. It does 
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not change safety concerns from current law.

We insist that our local law enforcement officers be required to cooperate and coordinate with 
federal law enforcement agencies.

We do not support "gun free zones" as this is just an invitation to violent people. School staff 
should be allowed to be armed.

We support swift, appropriate sentences for those found guilty of a crime, and support 
sentencing guidelines reform to reflect punishment commensurate with the crime.

We support the “Three Strikes You’re Out” law, "Megan’s Law", "Jessica’s Law" and "Kate's 
Law".

RIGHT     TO     BEAR ARMS AND     THE RIGHT TO     SELF-  DEFENSE      

We support the 2nd amendment in protecting the individuals’ right to bear arms.

We oppose attempts by all levels of government to circumvent the 2nd amendment by excessive 
regulation, license fees or taxation of firearms, accessories, and ammunition.

We firmly oppose any government or private entity recording lists of individuals who own arms.
We support the Jefferson County Sportsman Club. We stand against Jefferson County adding 
unnecessary stringent codes that force excessive costly restrictions on the club.

We believe citizens have the right to protect themselves and their families by any means, 
including deadly force, without fear of criminal prosecution.

Neither criminals nor their families have the right to sue a self-defender and/or victims for 
injury or wrongful death.

NATIONAL   DEFENSE      

We commend our military for their proven excellence and dedication to this country. We 
require adequate funding and strongly support our military’s role in ensuring a strong national 
defense and terrorist elimination.

We oppose placing our military under the command of the United Nations or any foreign 
nation.

We strongly support the Border Patrol and require the building of an effective wall along our 
southern border.
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FOREIGN POLICY

We fully support unconditional aid to Israel in its war against Islamic terrorists. We oppose 
the United Nations (UN’s) moral equivalence regarding Hamas (and other terrorists) and 
democratic Israel.  Unless it is drastically reformed, we oppose the appointment of the 
undemocratic Palestinian Authority as the successor governing entity of Gaza.

We support continued assistance to Ukrainian freedom fighters and Ukraine’s efforts to repel 
Russia’s invasion. U.S. efforts, like providing advance weapon systems, have often been 
delayed causing less than effective military efforts. We support Ukraine’s efforts to reduce 
corruption in procurement and recruitment. We insist that all European allies support 
Ukraine proportionately.

David J. Morris
Chairman
Jefferson County Central Committee
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